
Amy, part of our cracking Studio Team, 

has given you her unique lowdown on 

the top design tips for 2018!

So, whether you’re designing your first 

business card or ordering your ump-

teenth booklet, cast your eye over these 

top tips to make sure you’re get ting the 

most out of your print this year!PRODUCT

Research

Enjoy

Prepare

Check

Be certain of the product that you want 
to order. This way, you can set your 

artboards to the correct size, know where 
your pages and folds need to be and 

won’t need to rearrange anything later on.

Knowing what stocks and laminations you 
want to order will be useful too, as you 
can incorporate this into your design! 
For extra-special finishes, such as Spot 
UV, it’s important to know where you 

want this incorporated as you create the 
design, because this requires a special 

additional layer.

Take a look around and see how other 
people have made the most of your prod-
uct type with their designs. A great place 
to find design inspiration is Pinterest, and 

good old Google Images!  
(Just remember to never pinch a design 

you like – it’s illegal!). 

Doing this research will help you keep 
ahead of design trends, and give you more 
ideas to create a unique piece of artwork 

for your own product.

Make sure your artwork canvas is set up  
with the right dimensions, including the  
correct bleed and safety zones to make  

sure nothing is cut off during the  
printing and trimming process.

When preparing your images, make sure  
the ones you use are already a high 

quality (we recommend at least 300dpi). 
Otherwise, you could spend hours going 
over your masterpiece to correct images 

at a later date!

Be proud of your design! Have fun by  
playing with colours, shapes, and textures.  

Create something that you enjoyed making –  
it’ll show and the quality is likely to be even 
better as you take more care over something 

you really like.

Before approving any final proofs, check that 
your artwork is suitable for print. Here is a list 
of some of the questions you could ask yourself 

to help check your files:

• Is my artwork high resolution?
• Does my artwork contain enough bleed?

• Are my colours in CMYK?
• Are my pages in single format and  

running order?
• Is my Spot UV set up correctly?

If you are unsure about your artwork 

we have an artwork check service on the 

team. Just email PDFs of your artwork 

files along with the name of the product 

that you wish to order to  

studio@instantprint.co.uk. 

We’ll put your files through our free 

ten-point check to make sure it’s all 

perfectly print-ready!

Psst...
Not sure which product you need yet? 
Order a free sample pack to decide! instantprint.co.uk


